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The ASWGAC (ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Agricultural Cooperative), linked 
within other strategic ASEAN-Ievel forums and working groups, forms a strategic body 
to facilitate the engagement of Farmers' Organisations within relevant ASEAN agricul
tural programmes and activities. 

----- Overview 

Th e ASEAN Foundation - in its 

strategic role to establish and 

foster strong links between rural 

Farmers' Organisations and 

ASEAN-Ievel institutions -

engaged in a number of key 

worksh ops and meetings 

th rough out 20l6-20l7.  Th ese 

meetings were th e ASEAN 

Centre for the Development of 

Agricultural Cooperatives 

{;'lCEDAC)meeting, th e ASEAN 

Sectoral Working Group on 

Agricultural Cooperatives 

{;'lSWGAC)meeting (as part of 

th e Senior Official Meeting on 

Agriculture and Forestry, or 

SOM-AMAF), and also th e 

Senior Officials Meeting on 

Rural Development and Poverty 

Eradk:atkJn {SOMRDPE). 

ACEDAC and ASWGAC 

ACEDAC, an ASEAN body 

established to implement 

programmes focused towards 

promoting the development of 

agricultural cooperatives across 

the region, forms an integral 

forum for linking representatives 

of ASEAN member state 

governments with agricultural 

cooperative representatives from 

all ASEAN nations. This 

integrated forum stands as a key 

opportunity for representatives 

to exchange information and 

experiences between member 

states, engage participants in 

education and training, formulate 

research and development 

programmes, and engage in 

other project activities related to 

agricu It ural cooperatives. 

ASWGAC, the ASEAN working 

group focused towards 

agricu It ural cooperatives, 

incorporates similar members to 

the ACEDAC panel, with the 

addition of a numerous external 

but related stakeholders. 
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Wh ile ACEDAC focuses to 

objectives of a more tech nical 

nature, th e ASWGAC is th e 

driving body beh ind policy 

discussion and formulation for 

agricultural cooperatives in 

ASEAN. It develops 

recommendations and steers 

priorities for the direction of 

agricultural initiatives in 

LLI 
c. 
c 
a: 
:!E 
0 
en 
\0 
.... 

0 
N 

• 

ASEAN, based on inputs from Agriculture and Forestry 20 7 6-

th e ACEDAC and oth er 2025 {SP-FAF). To support th e 

tech nical bodies. Th e ASWGAC SP-FAF, th e ASWGAC h as also 

is guided by, and derives its developed its own strategic 

focus from th e key strategies plan, th e ASWGAC Strategic 

of th e ASEAN region, such as Plan of Action 20 7 6 - 2020, 

th e ASEAN 202: Forging ahead th at focuses primarily towards 

vision, and the Vision and two of th e key SP-FAF 

Strategic Plan for ASEAN strategic th rust areas. 

Cooperation in Food, 

Economic Growtli 

P.rotection and 

Infrastructure and 

P.eri-Urban Areas 

to Economic and Environmental 

Monitoring and Evaluation of tlie 

DeveloJJment and Reduction in tlie 
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20l6 ACEDAC and ASWGAC Meetings 

During late May, 2 016, th e 2 3rd 

ACEDAC meeting and 181h 

ASWGAC meeting were h eld 

consecutively in Surabaya, 

Indonesia. Th e ASEAN 

Foundation attended in an effort 

to engage th e participants on th e 

implementation of AFSOP, 

presenting findings to ACEDAC 

from th e ALRAC activities, and to 

introduce AFSOP to ASWGAC 

forum participants, as well as 

explore opportunities for 

collaboration. Th e engagement 

also represented an opportunity 

for th e ASEAN Foundation to 

learn more about th e dynamics 

and mech anisms of such 

This includes activities: 

meetings. Th e ACEDAC meeting 

is attended by representatives 

from all ASEAN member states 

and a variety of agricultural 

cooperative groups. Th e 2016 

meeting recommended th at 

ACEDAC continue its tech nical 

focus, for sh aring knowledge, 

experience and learning between 

institutional representatives and 

agricultural cooperatives. 

Th e ASEAN Foundation was 

invited to present on AFOSP to 

th e ASWGAC meeting, as well as 

explore and highlight possible 

areas for collaboration. This was 

further enhanced by the request 

from th e ASEAN Secretariat that 

th e ASEAN Foundation should 

h igh ligh t opportunities for 

engaging in the implementation 

of th e ASWAGC' s Strategic Plan 

of Action. The key areas that the 

ASEAN Foundation identified, in

line with its AFOSP-ASEAN 

Foundation activities, were under 

the Strategic Thrust 5 

programme action - Promote 

and strengthen cooperatives and 

farmers' organisations so as to 

better integrate small producers 

in the value chains and to provide 

collective platforms to deal with 

production and market risks. 

• Promote the awareness of ASEAN agricultural cooperatives and farmers' organisations 

on ASEAN process and dynamics 
• Promote policy forums between ASEAN farmers' organisations and ASWGAC. 
• Facilitate thematic learning exchanges for ASEAN farmers' organisations 
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2017 ACEDAC 
and ASWGAC 
Meetings 

Vientiane, Lao PDR hosted the 

201 7  ACEDAC and ASWGAC 

meetings, which took place 

successively during mid-May. 

During the ACEDAC meeting, the 

role of women in agricultural 

cooperatives was highlighted, 

particularly through examples 

from the Philippines and 

Thailand. The meeting proposed 

to strengthen engagement of 

women across the region 

through learnings taken from 

these examples. During the 

As a result of the ASEAN Foundation's engagement and 

presentation to the 181h ASWGAC meeting, it was noted by the 

meeting that: 

• There is a need to find common areas between AFOSP 

and ASEAN Cooperation in Food, Agriculture and 

Forestry, particularly on the programme areas where 

there is potential engagement with FOs; 
• The AFOSP supports advocacy activities for Farmers' 

Organisations; and 
• The ASEAN Foundation/ AFOSP should support ASEAN 

in developing Road map for Agricultural Cooperative 

Development toward 2025. 

Regarding the last point, the ASEAN Foundation committed 

AFOSP to supporting the development of the road map, and that 

the AFOSP will develop a concept note for the roadmap's 

development in consultation with ACEDAC Secretariat and 

ASEAN Secretariat. 

ACEDAC meeting, th e ASEAN 

Foundation presented on th e 

AFOSP development of the 

ASEAN Learning Route on 

Agricultural Cooperatives 

(ALRAC) programme. During this 

presentation, it focused on a 

range of activities within the 

programme, including the ASEAN 

Learning Series, the ASEAN 

Roadmap on Agricultural 

Cooperatives development, side 

events such as the Trade and 

Marketing of ASEAN Agricultural 

Cooperatives workshop, and the 

development of promotion and 

awareness-raising materials. The 

ASEAN Foundation also 

presented its plans for the 

ASEAN Learning Series and 

Policy Engagement on 

Agricultural Cooperatives 

(ALSPEAC) , to be h eld during th e 

following July, with a focus 

towards facilitating peer-to-peer 

learning about farmer 

empowerment and engagement 

in the global value ch ain. 

During the ASWGAC meeting 

that followed the ACEDAC, 

attention was brough t to th e 

decision made at the 2 016 

meeting to develop an ASEAN 

Roadmap for Agricultural 

Cooperative Development -

guided by the ASEAN Secretariat 

with support from AFOSP and 

the ASEAN Foundation. 
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Th e meeting was presented with 

th e concept note, wh ich in-turn 

saw th e Road map recommended 

for consideration as one of 

ASWGAC's key deliverables for 

2 018. Th e ASEAN Foundation 

presented to th e ASWGAC 

meeting on th e proposed 

agricultural cooperatives scoping 

study, to be undertaken as part 

of th e AFOSP working activities. 

Th e scoping study, wh ich is 

aimed to provide an insigh t into 

th e policy environment across 

ASEAN for agricultural 

cooperatives, was noted as likely 

to contribute to th e development 

of ASEAN Roadmap in 

Agricultural Cooperatives 

Development. Th e meeting 

supported th e scoping study, and 

called for close engagement with 

all stakeh olders, including 

tasking th e ASWGAC with a 

central coordinating role in th e 

work. 
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STRATEGIC THRUST 2 

Enhance trade facilitation, economic integration 

and market access by: 

• Establishing business linkages among the 

potential agricultural cooperatives and 

farmers' organisation; 

• Promoting direct investment and strategic 

partnership with ASEAN Agricultural 

cooperatives and farmers' organisation, 

producers, consumer and traders; and 
• Strengthening the Food Marketing System of 

Agricultural Cooperatives for Enhancing Food 

Security in ASEAN. 

STRATEGIC THRUST 5 

Assist resource constrained small producers and 

SMEs to improve productivity, technology and 

product quality, to meet global market standards 
and increase competitiveness in line with the 

ASEAN Policy Blueprint on SME Development 
through: 

Assisting small scale producers in the FAF 

sector to become viable and competitive 

enterprises by provision of better technology, 

inputs, finance and extension services, 

access to higher value markets, and by 

facilitating integration into modern value 

chains; 

Promoting and strengthening cooperatives 

and farmers' organizations so as to better 

integrate small producers in the value chains 

and to provide collective platforms to deal 

with production and market risks; 

Empowering personnel and leaders of 

agricultural cooperatives; and 

Establishing of strategic alliances among 

agricultural cooperatives in ASEAN. 
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ASEAN 
FOUNDATION 

ASEAN Farmers' Organisations Support Programme 

(AFOSP) -Engaging With ASEAN, 

Asian Farmer Associaion (AFA), 

La Via Campesina (LVC) 

The ASEAN Foundation 

Jl. Sam Ratulangi No. 2 ,  Menteng, 

Jakarta -1 0350, INDONESIA 

Phone: +62-21 -3192 4828 

Fax: +62-21 -3192-6078 

Email: secretariat@aseanfoundation. org 

yacinta. jati@aseanfoundation. org 

Website: www. aseanfoundation. org 
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